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the dispositions and habits which lead to politi-
cal prosperity, religion and morality are indis-
pensable supports. * * * Whatever may be
conceded to the influence of refined education
on minds of peculiar structure, reason and ex-
perience both forbid us to expect that national
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious
principle.’’

Those who want to take down the Ten
Commandments and banish from our history
the principles that guided our founders are the
same ones that move our country away from
moral absolutes to a value system of no right
and no wrong. The values embodied by the
Ten Commandments lead to political prosper-
ity, civic responsibility, and renewed culture.
Their absence, unfortunately, leads to chaos,
destruction, and the loss of moral constraints.
If the ACLU is successful in tearing down the
Ten Commandments from our society what
will they choose to replace them for a basis
for law? What will the ACLU choose for us as
a moral compass? Who gives them the right
to change the founding principles of our coun-
try? Those are the questions that need to be
asked. While some will side with the ACLU, I
will side with the Founding Fathers of our
country.

We are reaping the consequences today of
an anything goes society. Our culture is per-
meated with crime, drugs, violence, and family
breakdown. Those who want to take down the
Ten Commandments from the Alabama court-
room cannot be allowed to do so. For 30
years, there has been a deliberate march and
assault on our traditional values. This is where
we should draw the line.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, we spend a
lot of time on the floor of Congress talking
about the importance of community, edu-
cation, and this Nation’s greatest resource, our
young people. And believe me, that’s impor-
tant. But in reality, the real progress that is
made toward educating and protecting our
youth is made outside Washington, by the
families, civic groups, towns, and schools that
make up communities all across this country.
And low and behold, I was fortunate enough
to find out about just such a great program
that incorporates all of these elements right in
the heart of my congressional district in up-
state New York.

I’m talking about an extracurricular program
at Shenendehowa High School that draws on
the community and parents, faculty and ad-
ministrators, and most importantly, the stu-
dents. Their focus is on one of the most im-
portant things we can teach our young people,
mutual respect. The RESPECT Club at
Shenendehowa is in its fourth year and has
made great strides in demonstrating to our
young people the importance of respecting in-
dividual preferences, rights, needs, and self-
worth. In a day of age when our young people
have become more and more sophisticated,
they have also become exposed to new hard-
ships and pressures that wear heavily on their

psyche and self-esteem. This club and its
young participants have played an active role
in raising the awareness and the ability of their
fellow students to cope with many of these
grave problems and help one another at the
same time. They have focused on such seri-
ous societal problems as eating disorders,
teen pregnancy, suicide, depression, and dat-
ing violence.

Now how do they go about getting the at-
tention and respect of their peers and sur-
rounding communities? By sponsoring events
that encourage student and community-wide
involvement like their fourth annual arts fes-
tival.

What better way, Mr. Speaker, to foster
greater understanding and cooperation be-
tween individuals than through a program en-
couraging participation in the arts. Their fes-
tival highlights student participation in the per-
forming arts, like musical and theatrical per-
formances, and the recitation of literature, po-
etry, and essays, not to mention displaying
visual art like paintings, photography, and
sculpture. And even better, the RESPECT
Club’s all-day art festival has attracted 500
participants, not to mention the support of the
school faculty, administrators, and parents.

I couldn’t have thought of a better way to
emphasize to both young and old alike the
value and importance of standing up and tak-
ing action to improve your local community.
Programs like this do wonders for individual
self-esteem but also to promote virtues like
pride in community, volunteerism, and the
sense of civic duty that has made America the
greatest nation on earth.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and
all Members of the House rise with me and
pay tribute to all the members, past and
present, of Shenendehowa’s RESPECT Club
on the occasion of their annual arts festival
coming up on Friday, March 7, 1997. I would
also ask that each of us take heed of their
message because we tend to lose sight of it
from time to time ourselves here in Congress.
As the RESPECT Club says, Mr. Speaker, re-
spect is earned through: The power to respect
ourselves, our body, mind and spirit, the open-
ness and acceptance needed to respect dif-
ferences and individuality, and the will to take
time to make a difference in someone’s life.
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Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I

have introduced the Ovarian Cancer Research
and Information Amendments of 1997. A bill
that would increase funding for ovarian cancer
research to $90 million, require the establish-
ment of at least one specialized program of
research excellence [SPORE] in ovarian can-
cer at the National Cancer Institute, and pro-
vide for a comprehensive information distribu-
tion program.

Ovarian cancer is the leading cause of gyn-
ecological cancer and the number of ovarian
cancer-related deaths continues to climb. This
year, ovarian cancer will take the lives of
14,200 American women while 26,800 more
American women will be diagnosed.

If ovarian cancer is discovered and treated
in its early stages, the 5-year survival rate is
92 percent. The sad thing is that less than a
quarter of all ovarian cancer cases are de-
tected at the early stages. Why? Because
there are no effective early screening tests for
ovarian cancer. Instead of a 5-year survival
rate of 92 percent as in early detected cases,
the overall 5-year relative survival rate is 46
percent. Even more disheartening is the statis-
tic that advanced cases have a 5-year survival
rate of 25 percent. We must take action.

We are not doing enough to find an early
detection test for ovarian cancer. Although
ovarian cancer-related deaths more than dou-
bled cervical cancer-related deaths, only $39.4
million was spent on ovarian cancer while
$48.1 million went to cervical cancer in 1996.

It is essential for the Congress to make a
strong commitment to saving the lives of our
thousands of mothers, grandmothers, daugh-
ters, and sisters who are afflicted with ovarian
cancer.

I urge immediate consideration and passage
of this bill.
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the
Union Advocate, one of the oldest labor news-
papers in Minnesota, which is widely read by
working families in my home town of St. Paul
and its surrounding suburbs.

Barb Kucera, editor of the Union Advocate,
today is a special resource to the Advocate
newspaper. With her insightful articles and al-
most singlehanded operation of the bimonthly
publication, Barb has been essential to the
continued success of this special publication.
Families in the Twin Cities area look forward
to receiving copies of the publication, which
highlights issues and concerns of interest to
working men and women. For many years, I
have had the privilege of counting Ms. Kucera,
the first female editor of the paper, as a close
friend. She is proceeding in the 100-year tradi-
tion of Union Advocate editors—real advocacy
and a voice for working Minnesotans and the
labor movement in our region.

A veteran labor reporter, Barb Kucera res-
cued the Union Advocate when it was on the
verge of bankruptcy, and has been the driving
force behind its revitalization. She manages to
develop story ideas, write and edit the news-
paper’s articles, take photographs, and sell
advertising space for each issue. Over the
years, Barb has also managed to expand cov-
erage of issues to incorporate stories with
more of an international slant.

During the paper’s centennial year, Ms.
Kucera plans to publish various historical arti-
cles on the history of the labor movement—its
victories and setbacks, opportunities and pit-
falls. Barb was recently highlighted in a Twin
Cities newspaper article, and in it she noted
that examining the history of the union move-
ment is useful in terms of applying lessons
learned from it to today’s situations.

First as a union family member, union mem-
ber, and today as a public official, I want to
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